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Sala Palatului, the great palace in Bucharest, is among the stops for the orchestra.
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By Elizabeth Bloom / Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Getting to tour Europe's summer music festivals is like being invited to walk down the red carpet at an awards show.

Not just any orchestra can show up, but if you do receive an invitation, people know you're pretty good. And you can be sure the onlookers appreciate what they're
seeing.

"By and large, our concerts are always sold out, and they are a very knowledgeable audience," said James A. Wilkinson, president and CEO of the Pittsburgh

Symphony Orchestra.

The PSO is kicking off its 2013 European Festivals tour Monday, an 11-concert marathon that ends Sept. 15. The musicians will play concerts in major festivals and

concert halls in Austria, France, Germany, Romania and Switzerland.

Sightseeing in Europe is not foreign to the PSO. Its most recent tour there was this past fall, with the most recent festivals tour taking place in summer 2011. In the
past decade, it has played most of these venues and festivals at least once, and usually more than that. The only venue new to the orchestra is the Sala Palatului in

Bucharest, Romania.

The musicians are starting to look like regulars.

"Everybody knows the Pittsburgh Steelers. Over there, everybody knows the Pittsburgh Symphony," said Ed Stephan, principal timpanist.

Despite the familiarity, music director Manfred Honeck doesn't plan to get too comfy.

"I don't want to see this as a routine," he said, adding, "It's every time different. Every time."

So the highlights retain their shiny veneer. Those include playing two performances at the 75th anniversary of the Lucerne Festival in Switzerland; performing with
percussionist Martin Grubinger, violinist Anne-Sophie Mutter and pianist Yuja Wang; and debuting Mr. Honeck's own arrangement, along with Czech composer

Tomas Ille, of a suite from Janacek's opera "Jenufa."
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0"That will be more or less a world premiere," he said.

The repertoire depends on several factors, including the soloists, the festivals' requests, and Mr. Honeck's preferences. The

tour's major works are Ravel's "Bolero," Shostakovich's Symphony No. 5 and Strauss' "Ein Heldenleben."

Outside of the performances, the musicians have other projects planned. For example, concertmaster Noah Bendix-Balgley
and associate principal violist Tatjana Mead Chamis will play for patients at St. Anna Children's Hospital in Vienna, as part of

the PSO's music and wellness program.

Some things are different this time around. Unlike in 2011, the PSO won't be playing at the BBC Proms in London. The

ensemble was invited to play during a contractual day off, and in the midst of sorting that out, the festival invited another
ensemble, Mr. Wilkinson said.

And this will be the PSO's last international tour until 2016, when the group will return to Vienna's Musikverein for three

performances, he said. "Touring's very expensive, and we've always had a policy that we don't take money out of Pittsburgh."

The PSO relies heavily on corporate sponsorships for its tours. This tour is sponsored by BNY Mellon and the Lanxess

Corp., with additional funding from foundations.

Mr. Honeck isn't worried about prospects for returning to the festivals.

"The presenters always want us," he said, adding, "That's for us a very good feeling."

Elizabeth Bloom: ebloom@post-gazette.com, 412-263-1750 and on Twitter @BloomPG.
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George Cochran · Works at CBS News

Such a fine American orchestra like Pittsburgh is they deserve strong European recognition.

Reply ·  · Like · Follow Post · August 25 at 1:09pm1

Therese Park · Retired cellist at The Kansas City Philharmonic/Symphony

I heard many great orchestras, including the New York Philharmonic. Yet, I remember PSO's "All Beethoven Concert" at

Beethoven Halle in Bonn (under Maestro Honeck) a few years ago most vividly. Sure, the acoustic could have been

better. A very fine orchestra America is proud of. Have a good trip, PSO!

Reply · Like · Follow Post · August 27 at 4:36am

Edda Brosch

I am glad to be able to enjoy this extremely highcarat orchestra in Germany again. For the wholeEeuropean tour I wish

him the deserving success.

Reply ·  · Like · Follow Post · August 28 at 5:49pm1

Allan Segal · OWNER AND FOUNDER, WOODWIND ARTISAN at Www.clarinetconcepts.com

Invitations to perform in these venues represent a major achievement. It is also worth noting that the cost is

underwritten by private benefactors plus sales at the European theatres. "Burgh" money does not leave the cultural

district. This point is not well known to the public. It should be.

Reply · Like · Follow Post · August 29 at 3:45pm

You May Like  by Taboola

The #1 WORST Food For

Your Digestion (Are You

Exercise Breakthrough

Incinerates Mens Belly

Miley Cyrus Took Her

Tongue to the VMAs

Police announce

reversal of decision to

http://old.post-gazette.com/pg/images/201308/20130825pso_tour900.png
mailto:ebloom@post-gazette.com
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/12062/1213990-42.stm
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/12062/1213990-42.stm
javascript:void(0);
http://developers.facebook.com/plugins/?footer=1
http://developers.facebook.com/plugins/?footer=1
https://www.facebook.com/george.cochran.125
https://www.facebook.com/george.cochran.125
https://www.facebook.com/CBSNews
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.post-gazette.com%2Fstories%2Fae%2Fmusic%2Fpittsburgh-symphony-orchestra-heads-to-europe-700704%2F%3Ffb_comment_id%3Dfbc_617126591651316_6549005_617393358291306&h=dAQEXuMD2&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/tpark63
https://www.facebook.com/tpark63
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Retired-cellist/480597338646525
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Kansas-City-PhilharmonicSymphony/158916250917722
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.post-gazette.com%2Fstories%2Fae%2Fmusic%2Fpittsburgh-symphony-orchestra-heads-to-europe-700704%2F%3Ffb_comment_id%3Dfbc_617126591651316_6554360_618175628213079&h=kAQHKwWjv&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/edda.brosch.50
https://www.facebook.com/edda.brosch.50
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.post-gazette.com%2Fstories%2Fae%2Fmusic%2Fpittsburgh-symphony-orchestra-heads-to-europe-700704%2F%3Ffb_comment_id%3Dfbc_617126591651316_6558892_618813971482578&h=TAQGSzcW8&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/allan.segal.3
https://www.facebook.com/allan.segal.3
https://www.facebook.com/pages/OWNER-AND-FOUNDER-WOODWIND-ARTISAN/411529945639962
https://www.facebook.com/pages/wwwclarinetconceptscom/113579345323965
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.post-gazette.com%2Fstories%2Fae%2Fmusic%2Fpittsburgh-symphony-orchestra-heads-to-europe-700704%2F%3Ffb_comment_id%3Dfbc_617126591651316_6561339_619177334779575&h=-AQEPU6mJ&s=1
http://www.taboola.com/popup?template=colorbox&utm_source=postgazette&utm_medium=bytaboola&utm_content=autosized-generated-2r:bottom-main-column:
http://info.toxicbellybugfix.com/?cid=tabtox&ADID=taboolatoxic&sid=tabtoxic&ep=d
http://info.toxicbellybugfix.com/?cid=tabtox&ADID=taboolatoxic&sid=tabtoxic&ep=d
http://www.hot-topix.com/hunterfitness-tba.php
http://www.hot-topix.com/hunterfitness-tba.php
http://thestir.cafemom.com/entertainment/160233/miley_cyrus_took_her_tongue?utm_medium=sm&utm_source=rss&utm_content=entertainment_rssfeed&quick_picks=1&utm_medium=sem2&utm_source=taboola-x&utm_campaign=taboola-x&utm_content=taboola-x_mar_test&pr=taboola-x
http://thestir.cafemom.com/entertainment/160233/miley_cyrus_took_her_tongue?utm_medium=sm&utm_source=rss&utm_content=entertainment_rssfeed&quick_picks=1&utm_medium=sem2&utm_source=taboola-x&utm_campaign=taboola-x&utm_content=taboola-x_mar_test&pr=taboola-x
http://www.post-gazette.com/stories/local/neighborhoods-city/police-today-announce-reversal-of-decision-to-file-charges-in-former-slippery-rock-football-players-death-698072/
http://www.post-gazette.com/stories/local/neighborhoods-city/police-today-announce-reversal-of-decision-to-file-charges-in-former-slippery-rock-football-players-death-698072/

