
GOING TO SEE “THE LION KING” SHOW 

I am going with ______________ to see THE LION KING show!  

 

 

 

Seeing a show is a little like seeing something on TV, or seeing a movie.  But the people in a show are 

right there on the stage.  They are called actors.   
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The Lion King is a special kind of show called a musical.  The actors will tell a story by talking, singing, 

dancing and using puppets.   

 

 

 

The Lion King show is at the Benedum Center in downtown Pittsburgh. We may travel to the Benedum 

Center by car or taxi, or we may come by bus.  My family will know how we will get there.  If we travel 

by car, we may park in a big garage...   
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If we travel by Bus, we may get dropped off a couple of blocks away.  If we travel by taxi, we may be 

dropped off near the front of the Benedum Center.    

 

 

 

 

 

When I get to the Benedum Center, I will see big signs that say “The Lion King.” They look like this:  
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We will have to stand in line to get into the theatre and pass through Security. I may see lots of people 

of all ages. I will stand nicely and quietly while we wait. If it is too loud, I can cover my ears, put on 

headphones, or ask an adult for help.  

 

 

  

 

We will go inside the building and show our tickets to a person who will scan them with a small machine 

that looks like a cell phone, but it is not, This person will tell us where to go.  
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Our seats will be in a place called the Orchestra, a place called the Director’s Circle, a place called the 1st 

Tier, or a place called the 2nd Tier.  We need to stay with our family.  When we get inside the lobby, we 

will go up the stairs to the right or left or, walk straight ahead.  There is also an elevator.  There will be 

signs to show us where the Orchestra, Director’s Circle, 1st Tier and 2nd Tier sections are. We can ask the 

friendly Benedum Center people to show us where to go.  

 

                  

 

Before we go to find our seats, we can go past the restrooms and water fountains if I want to. If I need 

to use the restroom, I can ask. 

 

                  



If I need a drink of water, I can ask for one too.   

 

 

I can sit and rest with my family outside the restrooms if we want to. Other families will do this too.   

Next we will go inside the theatre. The theatre is very big.  There are a lot of seats in the theatre!   

 

 

 

 

 



A person called an usher will look at our tickets and tell us which seats to go to. The numbers on the 

tickets tell us where we have to sit. It is not a choice.  The usher will also give us Program. Programs are 

books that tell you about the people who helped to make the show. Programs tell you the names of the 

songs you will hear in the show.   

 

When we get to our seats, I will sit down nicely. I can sit in a booster seat if I need one to see the show.   

 

 

 

When it is time for the show to start, someone will ask everyone to turn off their phones. The theatre 

will get darker and everyone will get quiet. I will try to be as quiet as I can during the show so that I can 

hear everything.   
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When the show starts, I will hear an actor start to sing. It will sound a bit like she is singing “AAAAH!” 

very loudly. If it is too loud, I can cover my ears, put on my headphones, or ask an adult for help.  

 

 

 

 I will also see actors wearing big animal costumes walking to the stage in the Orchestra. There will be 

beautiful giraffes, elephants, hyenas and other animals. Some actors will be flying bird puppets.  

        

 

There will also be singers in the Director’s Circle. Some of the animals and singers may come close to 

me. The animals are not real; they are just actors wearing costumes and makeup, like on Halloween.   
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It is important that I stay in my seat when the animals are walking to the stage. If I feel afraid or nervous, 

I can cover my ears, or ask an adult for help.   

 

 

 

After the animals and actors are all on stage, they will sing a song called “The Circle of Life” and start to 

tell the story of the Lion King.  

        

I will have a lot of fun at the show! There will be a lot of singing and dancing. Sometimes it will be loud. 

If it is too loud, I can cover my ears, put on my headphones, or ask an adult for help. I know that even 

though the singing can be loud and can feel scary, none of the noise can hurt me.   
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If it’s still too loud, I can let my family know that I need a break and go to a quiet area.  

 

I may come back to my seat to see the show when I’m ready. I can do this when all the actors and 

animals are on the stage. I will wait to go until the way is clear.  After each song, some people will clap.   

 

Clapping is nice because it tells the actors you liked their song.  If I want to clap, I can. I don’t have to 

clap if I don’t want to.  If the clapping is too loud, I can cover my ears, put on my headphones, or ask an 

adult for help.   

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=hfhYhMcohmKdNM&tbnid=acLVDOqxyWGeHM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://thesensoryspectrumblog.com/2012/02/&ei=rEImUfn5JsGZ0QG3rICIBg&bvm=bv.42661473,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNH7HTtZerGKuMPIMKWP31R42AE_bA&ust=1361548270352089
http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&biw=1106&bih=755&tbm=isch&tbnid=mRgIDJns3CTV3M:&imgrefurl=http://dadomatic.com/are-adult-children-still-our-kids/&docid=EuSljLh1Ga8XsM&imgurl=http://dadomatic.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/10/holding_hands.jpg&w=380&h=285&ei=2ognUay4HIfq0gGFwYHoBA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,i:112&iact=rc&dur=1668&sig=109053774832083452227&page=1&tbnh=171&tbnw=216&start=0&ndsp=16&tx=123&ty=84
http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&biw=1106&bih=755&tbm=isch&tbnid=DyymHJGDl7yuDM:&imgrefurl=http://www.corbisimages.com/stock-photo/rights-managed/O-039-0327/audience-clapping&docid=UekNBISo7_42uM&imgurl=http://www.corbisimages.com/images/Corbis-O-039-0327.jpg?size=67&uid=fbc01b45-8708-433e-a33f-19ba5a4fdfe0&w=640&h=426&ei=x48nUeLZHePX0QGo_4HoDg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,i:204&iact=rc&dur=1353&sig=109053774832083452227&page=3&tbnh=171&tbnw=248&start=28&ndsp=17&tx=139&ty=75


 

 

 

I know that even though the clapping can be loud and can feel scary, none of the noise can hurt me.  

In the middle of the show, we will have a break. This break is called Intermission. During the break, 

many people will stand up to go get a drink or to use the restroom. If I want to, I can ask for a snack or a 

drink.   
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I can also ask to use the restroom if I need to.   

 

 

 

 

I can visit a quiet area if I want to.   

 

 

 

 

After the break, everyone will come back and sit down in their seats again. It will get darker and quieter 

again just like at the beginning of the show. The actors will come back on the stage and finish telling the 

Lion King story.   



                       

 

 

 

At the end of the show, all of the actors will come out on stage. This is called a curtain call. Many people 

will clap a lot so the actors know how much they liked the show.  

If I want to clap, I can. I don’t have to clap if I don’t want to. If the clapping is too loud, I can cover my 

ears, wear my headphones, or ask an adult for help.   

 

 

 

After the show is over, we’ll go down the stairs and go out of the Benedum Center. I am very excited to 

go see the Lion King!  
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 “Going to See The Lion King Show” is based on a social story by Steven Chaikelson and Amanda Rosen, 

adapted for the Pittsburgh production by Vanessa Braun.  Production photos by Joan Marcus. 
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